
 

 

 
       

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 14, 2021 

 

God did not send his Son into the world  
to condemn the world,  

but that the world might be saved through him. 
— John 3:17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Mary of  the Visitation 
Catholic Church 

 

222 Jefferson St., N 
Huntsville, AL 35801 

 

Church Office        256.536.6349 
Parish Center        256.536.6760 
Fax                       256.536.6349 
 

Email   
        smvparish@smvparish.com 
Website 
                     www.smvparish.org 
 

Liturgical Schedule 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil      5:30 PM 
Sunday   8:00 AM & 11:00 AM       
  

Weekday Mass 
Tuesday — Friday     8:00 AM 

  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Tuesday—Friday 7:30-8:00 AM 
Immediately after Weekday Mass 
Saturday 4:00—5:00 PM or 
By appointment 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday 
8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Friday 
8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

 
Parish Pastoral Council  
2nd Tuesday of the month 

 

Visitation Parish Center 
220 Lincoln Street NE 

 

Faith Formation Programs 
9:30 AM Sundays 

 

Parking Lot Code:  222 

Join us for a  
Mass livestreamed 

every Sunday at 8:00 AM 
 and Tuesday-Friday at 8:00 AM  

Facebook.com/smvparish 
 

Recordings are on our YouTube 
channel: YouTube.com/smvparish 

Drive-thru  
Holy Communion  

every Sunday 12:15 PM-12:30 PM 
 

Enter the driveway from Jefferson 
Street south of the church, receive 
Holy Communion, then exit onto 
Washington Street. 

 

 

ST. MARY OF THE VISITATION CHURCH ● HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Administrator 
 
After Hours Spiritual 
Emergency 

Rev. Joy Nellissery 
frjoy@smvparish.org 

 
256.384.3741 

Deacon Rev. Mr. James Bodine 
deaconjim@wowway.net 

Deacon Rev. Mr. Louis Citrano, SDS 
256.881.0836 

Religious Education   Rita Matteson 
rmatteson@smvparish.com or 

256.536.6760 

RCIA Coordinators Steve and Fran Venckus 
svenckus1@verizon.net or703.599.8528 

Finance Manager Lynne Greco 
finance@smvparish.org 

Office Manager Cherie Miller 
smvparish@smvparish.com 

Maintenance Manager                                        Robert Smith 
rsmith@smvparish.com 

Choir Director Janet Zajac 

COUNCIL LEADERSHIP  

Pastoral Council Chair                                                  John Nerger 
pastoralcouncil@smvparish.org 

Finance Council Chair  Jim Wall     

COMMITTEES  

Parish Life Marian Kilgore & Bridget McGraw 
256.651.1698 &  256.541.7084            

Buildings & Grounds Manfred Segewitz 

Liturgical Environment  

Collection Counters Carolyn Hall 

Ushers Robert Smith 

Young Adults Group smvyoungadults@smvparish.org 

LADIESõ SODALITY  

President Mary Davis 

Vice President Rita Segewitz 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Grand Knight Greg Brierly   

YƻŦ/Φ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦплулϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS  

Holy Family Regional School                                    256.539.5221 

St. John Paul II High School                                     256.430.1760                                                      

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 

For Youth First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and 
ConĜrmation, there is a one year of formation 
immediately prior to the preparation for the sacraments. 
Contact the Religious Ed OfĜce. 
 

BAPTISM 
Infants:  Parents need to be registered members and 
attend a baptism class. Contact the Church OfĜce to 
schedule a class and baptism. Godparents should attend 
a baptismal preparation class here or in their own parish. 
 

Becoming Catholic ³ RCIA 
The Rite of Chrisitian Initiation of Adults is the process 
through which people are welcomed and prepare for the 
Sacraments of Baptism, ConĜrmation and Eucharist.  
Anyone wishing to join the Church or to complete one®s 
initiation in the Church should contact the Church OfĜce. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION 
High school youth prepare for the sacrament in a one 
and a half year program.  Readiness for ConĜrmation 
depends upon the individual®s desire for the sacrament 
and upon previous training. 
 

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 
Engaged Couples planning marriage need to discuss 
preparation arrangements with a priest at least six 
months prior to setting a wedding date.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Church OfĜce to request the sacrament.  
 

FUNERALS 
Please call the Church OfĜce before contacting the 
funeral home to avoid scheduling conflicts. It is better 
that you are more prepared in making arrangements. 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

If you are new to our parish, we wish you would register 
with us.  Registration indicates your commitment of 
belonging.  Registration cards are in the Church 
vestibule. Change of address, marital status or departure 
from the parish should be report to the Church ofĜce. 
 

Those who need a gluten-free host should speak to the 
priest before Mass; and receive from the priest®s line. 

     

2021 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

John Nerger-Chair 
LuAnn Poniatowski-Co Chair 
Stacy Lankford-Secretary 
Brittian Anderson 
Erich Finckenor   
John Jaap 
Dan Jett   
Jannon LaRue 
Brian Mitchell 
Sarah Rogers 

256.429.9442 
256.426.8898 
256.541.4865 
256.683.9211 
256.424.2439 
256.797.5359 
256.603.8298 
256.653.0701 
256.714.8524 
256.426.7984 

mailto:KofC.Council.4080@gmail.com


 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 14,  2021 

DATE  LECTOR 
EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTER 
ALTAR 
SERVER 

Sat. Mar 20 
5:30 PM 

Jake Brantley Nancy Downard John Vandiver 

Sun. Mar 21 
8:00 AM 

Michele Humphrey Cindy Scott Lane Freiburger 

Sun. Mar 21 
11:00 AM 

Jannon LaRue Dn. Louis Citrano Burke Jones 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord 
are revealed in the exile and liberation of the Chosen 
People (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 
16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a. 
Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 
(Psalm 137) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — God, who is rich in mercy, brought 
us to life with Christ (Ephesians 2:4-10)  
or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — The Son of Man must be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life  
(John 3:14-21) or John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Mass Intentions March 13—March 21 
Sat   5:30 PM For the Parish 
Sun   8:00 AM Luca Latini (I) 
            11:00 AM Anthony & Sarah 
                                        Tamburello (I) 
Mon      8:00 AM NO MASS 
Tue   8:00 AM †Conrad Naftel 
Wed      8:00 AM Fr. Joy Thomas Nellissery 
Thu   8:00 AM Allen Walker (I) 
Fri   8:00 AM †Gertie Venckus 
Sat        5:30 PM †Phillip Arnston 
Sun       8:00 AM For the Parish 
            11:00 AM Hilda Gabrys (I) 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

MON 3/15   Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 
13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54  

TUE 3/16  Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/ 
                         Jn 5:1-16  
WED 3/17   Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]/ 
                         Jn 5:17-30  
THR 3/18    Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/ 
                         Jn 5:31-47  
FRI 3/19   2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 

29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16- 18, 22/Mt 1:16, 
18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a  

SAT 3/20   Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/ 
                         Jn 7:40-53  
SUN 3/21  Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/

Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or Ez 37:12-14/
Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/
Jn 11:1- 45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  

3/14—Catholic Relief Services 
3/28—St. Vincent de Paul 

Collection Counters 3/21 
Sam Citrano, Jr., Tom Stramiello, Jr., 
Steve Davis 

SECOND COLLECTIONS IN MARCH 

    REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Please pray for all those who are sick or 
recovering, our military and our Ĝrst responders. 
May God bless all caregivers. Names will remain 
on the prayer list for four weeks and may be 

submitted by email at smvparish@smvparish.com or by calling 
the ofĜce at 256.536.6349. 

Beth Bodine 
    Mason 

Jeff Skupien 
 

Henry & William 
    Lankford 

Please NoteðRemember in your Prayers 
Names will remain on the prayer list for four 
weeks unless a request is made by email or by 
calling the office to extend another four weeks. 
When submitting prayer requests, please ensure 

the intended is aware of the request.  

***Online Giving is Here*** 
Contributions can now be made through our 
parish website: smvparish.org by selecting the 
secure ñClick Here to Donateò link located at the 
top of the page. Please call the office if questions 
or for more information. 

EASTER FLOWER 
OFFERING 

 
Our Easter Flower Memorial 
is a way to remember our 
deceased and to honor living individuals. 
Your donations to the memorial supports 
our Easter decorating. Special Easter 
Flower envelopes are in your monthly 
packet or use a plain envelope 
designating it for the memorial. Please 
turn in your Easter Flower Offering no 
later than March 29. 
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Bible Class 
Wednesdays of Lent from 10:00-11:00 AM at the 
Parish Center. Must bring a bible and please 
wear a mask. Social distancing will be followed. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays of Lent at 12:15 PM and 7:00 PM 
Eucharistic Adoration Friday 6:00-7:00 PM 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Update 

 

The Lenten Fish Fry 
was a huge success! 
Over 125 meals were sold resulting 
in over $1400.00 generated in less 

than 30 minutes. 
 

In our rush, we missed thanking 
some folks last week that took part 
in making the fish fry a success. So, 
Jeffrey Winghart, John Calvarese, 
Jillian Boles, Jannon Larue, and 
Brian & Sharon Mitchell (picked up 
and delivered the fish to the PC!), 

THANK YOU! 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Penance Service 
Saturday, March 27 10:00 AM—Noon 

 

Palm Sunday 
Vigil: Saturday 5:30 PM 

 Sunday 8:00 AM, 11:00 AM 
 

Tenebrae 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7:30 PM 

 

Maundy Thursday  
Mass of the Lordôs Supper 7:00 PM 

Adoration 8:00 – 10:00 PM 
 

Good Friday 
Stations 12:15 PM 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00 PM 
Passion Liturgy 7:00 PM 

 

Easter 
Vigil: 8:00 PM 

 Sunday 8:00 AM 11:00 AM 
 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA 
3:00 PM from 04/02 to 04/11/2021 

These Ministries Are Taking Off 
 

Buildings & Grounds (B&G) met and have a 
list of repairs to be completed. Watch for more 
information on what they are doing and where 
they can use your help. Manfred Segewitz is 
heading up this ministry and can be reached at 
256-527-2278 if you are interested in joining. 
 
The Altar Flower Ministry, headed up by Greg 
Jones, met and they have a plan in place for 
the Easter decorating. Contact Greg at 256- 
651-2505 if you would like to help with the 
flowers. Fresh flowers will be placed on the 
Altar every week. 
 
There are a few folks that have volunteered to 
make sure that there are fresh Sacred Altar 
Linens each week. Please call or email the 
office if you would like to be part of this 
essential ministry. 

Calling All Prayer Warriors 
 

There is an urgent need for Prayer 
Warriors to pray for the intentions that 
are requested by our Parishioners. The 
intentions will be emailed to the Prayer 
Warriors so prayers can be said at home. 
Please call the office to have your name/
email added to the Prayer Warrior list. 
Intentions can be emailed to the office or 
called in and will remain confidential 
within the Prayer Warrior group. 

                  Before-Mass Rosary 
 
               The Rosary will begin 20 minutes before  
           each weekend Mass, provided there are 
           volunteers to lead in praying the Rosary.   
          Please call the office if you would like to 
lead the Rosary before Mass. 
 

Rosary booklets are available in the vestibule. 
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òTOGETHER IN FAITHó 
BUILDING CAMPAIGN 

 

PLEDGE 
DRIVE 

$4,ooo,ooo 
 

If you are new to our parish, 
Envelopes with Brochures and Pledge cards  
are located in the Church vestibule. 
If you would like to make a donation,  
visit our website: smvbuilds.org. 

 

Thank you for your financial support. 
 

When making donations to the Building Campaign  
use a separate check from your church 
support.  These funds are deposited and 
accounted for in its own checking account. 

 

As of December, 2020 

87 Pledges received 
75 Pledges :  $448,228.00 

 

Accumulated Funds 
 

12/31/2020  $494,606.00 

Weekly Operating  Expenses             $ 10,240.66  
  

²ŜŜƪƭȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aŀǊ сκт Ϸ  ммΣсфоΦлл  
{ǘΦ WtLL /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ    Ϸ          слΦлл  
Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ    Ϸ          слΦлл  
{ǘΦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ ŘŜ tŀǳƭ    Ϸ           пплΦлл  
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǇŀƛǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ    Ϸ          срΦлл  
5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ DƛƊ     Ϸ    нΣлллΦлл  
9ŀǎǘŜǊ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ     Ϸ       омлΦлл  
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘΦ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ wŜƴǘ   Ϸ    мΣннлΦлл  
CƛǎƘ CǊȅ tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ    Ϸ    мΣпплΦлл  
.ƭŀŎƪ ϧ LƴŘƛŀƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ    Ϸ       млрΦлл  
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ wŜƭƛŜŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ    Ϸ       морΦлл  

The Deaconȴs Corner 
By Deacon Louis Citrano 

 
 

Question: During the Eucharistic Prayer, the Rubics say ñkneel.ò 
I see some people bow their heads during the words of 
consecration, some bow their heads when the Host and Chalice 
are elevated and some bow their heads when the priest genuflects. 
A few hold out their hands in offering. Some donôt move at all. 
Which is correct? Or does it matter as long as youôre kneeling and 
focused on the True Presence of the Lord? Is there a silent prayer 
you say during elevation? 
  

Answer: A common early posture for prayer was standing. 
Standing was seen as a mark of respect, honor, and Easter Joy and 
today is still a custom to stand for an honored guest. The Council 
of Nicea (325) prescribed the people to stand rather than kneel 
and it is still customary for the Eastern Rite Catholics today to 
stand during the Eucharistic Prayer. Kneeling and bowing are a 
traditional posture from the early church to show a symbol of 
penance for sins rather than a sign of respect. However, in the late 
1960ôs when the bishops adapted the Order of Mass, kneeling was 
instructed to be used during the Eucharistic Prayer where kneelers 
are present. If Mass is celebrated somewhere other than in a 
church, then standing is permitted. Some churches today have 
removed the kneelers so standing is permitted. A person who is 
ill, sitting is permitted. Whether a person is standing or sitting a 
bow is required when the celebrant genuflects after each 
consecration. During the Latin Mass era, the congregation was 
instructed to say the words ñMy Lord, and My Godò in silence 
during the elevations.  
 The proper posture for the Eucharistic Prayer today is 
kneel and listen with reverence and silence, no gestures are 
required. 

Note: Speaking of gestures, did you know that during the 
Latin Mass the priest had to make the sign of the cross 52 times.  

Drop your questions in the collection basket or email the church 
ofɤceȱsmvparish@smvparish.com. Please include your name and 
phone number. Your name and number will not appear in the 
bulletin, this is only for Deacon Louis to contact you if he has a 
question about your question.  

Date Time Parish Event 

Mon March 15 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM St. Joseph in Huntsville Confessions 

Wed March 24 6:00 PM St. Paul in Athens Penance Service 

Thur March 25 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM Mercy Parish in Madison Penance Service 

Sat March 27 10:00 AM – Noon St. Mary of the Visitation in Huntsville Penance Service 

Mon March 29 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM St. John the Baptist in Madison Confessions 

Lenten Confessions/Penance Services 

***Online Giving is Here*** 
 

Contributions can now be made through our 
parish website: smvparish.org by selecting the 
secure “Click Here to Donate” link located at 
the top of the page. Please call the office if 
questions or for more information. 
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Fourth Week of LentñPrayer 
 

This week’s readings from our Lenten Journey:”return” 
Meditation Guide focus on PRAYER.  
 

Prayer is Lifting Up to God, everyone and everything 
you want to be blessed.  
Prayer, above all else, is a relationship. “For me, 
prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned 
toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, 
embracing both trial and joy,” Saint Therese states in the 
Story of a Soul. Prayer is always an action of the heart, as 
we cry out to God and lay before Him all of our needs and 
worries.  
Prayer is an adventure in loving God. God wants to 
teach us how to love him and love is always an 
adventure.  He leads us in different ways and almost 
never in the same way. He is also the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah and as C.S. Lewis depicted Him in the Chronicles 
of Narnia, “He’s wild, you know. Not like a tame lion.” God 
is wild in a good sense. Here are three methods of prayer 
that have the power to change your life.  
 

1. Heart to Heart 
The first method we should explore in prayer is a heart to 
heart conversation with God. It is the simplest and 
hardest way to pray. It consists of talking to God as if you 
were talking to the person you trust the most. It is a 
simple conversation with God, where we must speak, but 
also listen. 
 

2. Acknowledge. Relate. Receive. Respond 
This method comes from the wisdom of Saint Ignatius of 
Loyola.  Jim Beckman’s book God, Help Me: How to 
Grow in Prayer provides this process: 
¶ Get in touch with what is moving in our hearts, 

particularly at the deepest level – acknowledge. 
¶ Relate those movements to God in prayer. 
¶ Listen and receive whatever he desires to give us in 

response to what we shared. 
¶ Respond to what we just received, which is typically a 

natural movement, not something forced or 
burdensome 

Through this process, we speak to God and discern what 
He is doing in our hearts and respond to wherever He is 
leading us. 
 

3.  Lectio Divina 
Lectio Divina or “divine reading” is a method of prayer that 
involves reflecting on Sacred Scripture and immersing 
oneself in the scene, discovering what God wants to tell 
us in a specific passage.  

Tuesday, March 23rd 6:00 PM   

 

Saint John Vianney, found a man sitting in his 
church in front of the tabernacle very often, so 
he asked him what he was doing. The man 
famously responded, ñI look at Him and He 
looks at me.ò That is Prayer. The Church 
teaches us to pray often and in many ways: 1) 
Prayer of praise and adoration; 2) Prayer 
of petition; 3) Prayer of intercession; 4) Prayer 
of thanksgiving. We can pray silently or aloud, 
alone or with others.  

 

 

Vision 
In the image of Jesus the 

“cornerstone,” 
St. Mary of the Visitation Church 

was formed with the “living stones” 
of Catholic Faith in North Alabama. 

Building on our historic past, yet set 
amid space age technology, we 

continue to be pioneers of faith by 
reaching out and ministering to the 
needs of others in the spirit of Mary 

and Elizabeth of the Visitation 

scriptural account. 

Mission Proclamation 
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Mission 
We believe God calls us into a life of faith, hope, and charity. 
We accept this call to life through our baptism and your grace 
to form a community to hear and witness the Good News, 
to celebrate our faith through prayer and sacrament, 

to sustain this community through friendship and service, 
to encourage lifelong spiritual growth through Christian formation. 

 

Sharing our material and spiritual blessings 
with all who need to hear God®s invitation to love, 
We embrace the gospel charge to make disciples  

and strive to be more Christ-like. 
To live this life of love and justice, we commit our gifts of time, talent, 

and treasure. 
 

We, the people of St. Mary of the Visitation, strive to fulĜll this mission 
through the guidance and grace of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Thank you to our current advertisers.  Advertising helps to defray the printing costs.  If you are 
interested in advertising in our bulletin, please call the Office at 536-6349.  Thank you. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS; THEY MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLE. 

   
 
 
 

  

     

Wolf’s Home 
Services 

 

Dan Kahle 
Quality home repair 

and remodeling services 
 

(256) 714-9543 
 

Parishioner recommended. 

Church history book 
 

A Mighty Fortress of Faith 
 

Available at  
Neighborhood Card and Gift 
801 Holmes Ave. NE Huntsville 

Or Shaverôs Books 
315 Jefferson St. 

$50.00 
(All Proceeds go to the church) 

 

Or call Pat Tumminello 
(256) 534-1480 


